
Deutschland-Ein Wunderschön Land 

 

Facts about Germany 

Size: 137, 846 sq miles  (a little bit larger than Utah) 

Population:  82 million 

Official Name: Bundesrepublk Deutschland (Federal 
Republic of Germany) 

Capital City:  Berlin 

Leader: Chancellor Angela Merkel 

Language:  German (different dialects)  

Major Cities:  Berlin, Munich, Hamburg, Stuttgart, 
Dresden, Essen, Frankfurt, Bremen,Essen 

 

Geography 

Germany is in Europe and shares borders with 9 other European countries:  Denmark, 
Poland, Czech Republic, Austria, Switzerland, France, Luxembourg, Belgium, and the 
Netherlands. The longest river is the Rhine River.  It is 820 miles long! It flows from 
Switzerland to the North Sea.  It is a very busy waterway with barges carrying goods up 
ad down th eriver.  There are mnay castles along the river as well. 

 

Northern Germany is generally flat.  Central Germany has small mountain ranges and 
Southern Germany has the large mountains, the Alps.  The highest mountain is the 



Zugspitze, 9,738 feet, is in the Alps.  You can ride to the top by mountain train and cable 
car to see spectacular views. 

It rains often in Germany. As a result, all 
of Germany is very green and has many 
thick forests.  In the winter, northern 
Germany doesn’t get any snow, but 
southern Germany gets a large amount of 
snow, especially in the Alps. In the 
summer, Germany gets hot, southern 
Germany is usually warmer. 

 

Money 

German currency is called the Euro.  A currency which is used by 15 European countries- 
Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Malta, the Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain. Over 320 million Europeans use one 
single currency.  The symbol for the euro is  €.  There are bank notes from 5 Euros to 500 
Euros (pictured below) and 2 Euro, 1 Euros and lower coins are also used. 

 

History 

Between 1945 and 1990 Germany was spilt into two parts.  West Germany and East 
Germany were created in 1949.  German was united on October 3, 1990.  Unification 

brought together a people separated for more than 4 
decades.  The city of Berlin was seperated by a wall 
called the Berlin Wall (see picture). Since 1990 
Germans have been trying hard to make one 
successful, cohesive country. Germans are not proud 
of their history and tend not to have too much 
nationalism.			 



 

Religion 

Most Germans are Catholic (southern) or Protestant (northern).  Large cities have multiple 
churches and cathedrals.  Towns usually have a Catholic and a Protestant churches. 
Religion classes are taught in the schools and schools are closed for all religious holidays. 

Festivals 

There are many festivals and celebrations throughout the year in Germany.  They take 
place in the big cities and in the countryside too.  Almost 
every town has its own fair.  Beer and wine tents are put up 
in the marketplace and a band plays.   

Carnival (Fasching) is a time of fun and feasting in February, 
just before Lent. It is celebrated in many parts of Germany.  
In Cologne, there is a famous procession of people in 
costumes through the town.  Traditionally the festival was 
held to drive away the dark spirits of winter and to welcome 

in spring.  

Vistors from all over the world come to the large 
festival in Munich, called the Oktoberfest.  People 
dress up in traditional costume.  Men wear leather 
trousers (Lederhosen) and women wear embroidered 
dresses (Dirndl) with aprons.  The festival goers all 
have a great time drinking and singing. 

 

Christmas is the most celebrated holiday in Germany.  On the night of December 5, St 
Nicholas, comes to hide little presents in 
children’s shoes.  Christmas celebrations start 
on December 1st and continue until January 6th.  
Many of the traditions that we have in the US 
came form Germany, decorated pine trees and 
wreaths. 

New Year’s Eve is a special time in Germany.  
At midnight, the church bells ring and people 
set off fireworks in every town and villages.  
Children are also allowed to stay up and join in 
the celebrations. 



Products Made in Germany 

Germany is a very rich country.  It has the largest economy in Europe and the 3rd largest 
in the world.  German goods are famous for their quality and great workmanship and are 
export all around the world.  Some German products are: 

 Cars- BMW, Mercedes, Volkswagen, Audi, Porsche 

 Electrical Goods- Bosch, Braun 

 Iron & Steel- produced in the Ruhr Valley 

 Drinks-  Beer, Wine 

Famous places 

Many thousands of tourists from all over the world visit Germany every year.  There are 
many interesting places to see.  Here are some of them: 

 The Baltic Sea coast (in the North) has some popular seaside resorts.  In summer, 
the beaches are crowded with beach baskets.  Windsurfing and sailing are favorite sports. 

 The wine-producing town of Meissen stands on the Elbe River.  A cathedral and a 
castle look down over the town. At the porcelain factory, visitors can watch the famous 
china being made. 

 The gigantic cathedral attracts many visitors to the city of 
Cologne.  Inside the cathedral there is a golden shrine.  It is said 
to contain the bones of the Three Kings who visited Jesus when 
he was born.  This church was bombed more than 50 times in 
WWII,	but it did not fall down. 

  

 

 

 

The old university town of Heidelburg is on the banks of the Rhine River.  The 
castle in Heidelburg is very well preserved a popular tourists attraction. 

 The Black Forest (the South) attracts thousands of visitors who enjoy walking in 
the beautiful countryside.  The name comes form the dark color of the pine trees.  It is 
famous for Nutcrackers and cuck-coo clocks. 



 The heart of 
Munich is the Marienplatz. 
People gather in the 
square opposite the town 
hall to see the figures of 
the 43-bell Glockenspeil 
acting out scenes from 
German history. 

 Neuschwanstien 
castle in Bavaria (southern 
Germany) is one of 
Germany’s most famous 
fairy-tale castles.  It was 
built for King Ludwig.  He 
was called crazy King 
Ludwig, because he had 3 castles built within a 5 mile area.  This is the castle that Walt 
Disney used as a model for Cinderella’s castle. 

 The Autobahn is the German freeway system.  It is famous because there is not a 
speed limit (for the most part).  Germans can drive as fast as they want.  If you are 
driving in the fast lane and get hit from behind, it is your fault for driving too slowly in 
the fast lane.  

Sports 

Germans love sports.  The national sport is Fussball (soccer).  There are professional 
Fussball teams that compete against each other, to the enjoyment of hundreds and 
thousands of spectators.  Tennis is popular as well.  In addition, Germans like to hike, 
cycle, windsurf, sail, and swim 

 In the winter, skiers flock to the German Alps.  Germany has many popular ski resorts 
that attract skiers from around the world.  Germans excel at winter sports, and have won 
Olympic gold medals for luge, bobsled, and speed skating. 

 

German People 

Germans have a reputation for being industrious, thrifty, and 
orderly.  They are very proper, friendly, and loyal. Once you 
become a friend with a German, they are your friend for life.  
They are very private people and unannounced visits are highly 
unusually.  They love their pets, usually dogs or cats, and commonly will bring their pets 
with them shopping. 



Deutschland-Ein Wunderschön Land Questions 

Name___________________________ Datum__________ Stunde_____ 

Directsions:  Read the Deutschland- Ein Wunderschön Land article and then 
answer the questions. 

1. How many people live in Germany?        

2. What is the capital city?          

3. Who is their leader?           

4. What language do they speak?         

5. Which countries border Germany?       

             

              

6. What is the longest river?          

7. What is the tallest mountain in Germany?       

8. What does northern Germany look like?      

              

9. What does southern Germany look like?      

              

10.  What is a Euro?           

11.  How many other countries use the Euro?       

12.  Do they make a 1 Euro bill?         

13.  Germany was spilt into what two countries?     

               

14.  When did they unite into one country?       



15.  Which German festival would you like to see and why?    

              

               

16.  How do Germans celebrate Oktoberfest?      

               

17.  What are 4 products that we have in the US that are made in 

Germany?            

               

18.  How large is Germany’s economy?        

19.  Which famous German place would you like to see and why?   

              

               

20.  What is the most popular sport in Germany?      

21.  Describe the German people.        

              

               

22.  Name four big cities in Germany.        

               

 

 


